
In Tune Activity Plans – Volume 18, Issue 1 

Cover Story: The Family, The Mission and the Music of Ziggy Marley 

National Standards: 7-8, 11 

The amalgam of the reggae music beat, the lyrics of protest against oppression and of love and 
unity, Jamaican culture and Rastafarian spirituality came together in the music of Bob Marley 
and a group of 70’s era Jamaican musicians. This music and message spread around the world 
and has influenced popular music over the intervening decades.  

Marley died of cancer at age 36, but remains a world music icon, with his music selling and 
played consistently. His large family has been musically prolific and entrepreneurial. His eldest 
son plays his own original music as well as the music of his father. He has been an active 
philanthropist, a supporter of education, good nutrition and children’s causes. His latest release is 
a children’s album, his second. 

All of these strands are interwoven in this In Tune story, but the essential lesson is of the 
existence of reggae music and its cadence, along with Bob Marley’s positive lyrics on songs like, 
“Get Up, Stand Up,” “Redemption Song,” and “Positive Vibration” in addition to love songs.  

Note: Rastafarians consider “ganja” or marijuana to be a “holy herb” but our story doesn’t 
mention this any more than we would the excessive use of alcohol or other lifestyle choices of 
artists – including the iconic composers of the 18th and 19th centuries. The greatest extent 
possible, our focus is on the music.  

Prepare 
Choose a reggae song to play or recommend, identifying the rhythm at the heart of the song.  
Offer a short history of Jamaica, from colonialism and slavery to the island’s independence from 
Great Britain as well as music’s role in rallying the people in a quest for freedom. Discuss 70’s 
reggae and how English and American musicians adopted the form.  

Key points in the article: 
• Record label owner Chris Blackwell “discovered” Bob Marley and his original group The 

Wailers popularizing reggae music around the world.  
• The cult movie “The Harder They Come” brings a visual tapestry of Jamaican life and Eric 

Clapton covers Marley’s “I Shot The Sheriff” further injecting reggae into western popular 
culture.  

• Marley’s large family carries on his legacy, with eldest son Ziggy becoming a celebrity artist 
in his own right. Ziggy, his mother and his family establish a foundation to support children’s 
causes, and he becomes known as a “family man.” 

• Ziggy records many albums of reggae music and wins awards throughout his career. He also 
records music for children.  



• Ziggy and his siblings’ touring and recording help keep reggaes music popular and continues 
to promote their father’s music. 

Begin 
Review vocabulary words from the article below: 

• SKENGAY - a guitar technique that makes the key reggae sound 

• ENLIGHTENMENT: to awaken to knowledge or truth 

• PLEASANTRIES: an agreeable playfulness in conversation: banter. 

• UNIFICATION: the bringing together of people or concepts around a central idea 

• CORRUGATED: of a material, surface, or structure) shaped into alternate ridges and 
grooves. 

• SCION: a descendant of a successful or influential family  

Discuss 
• Have an open conversation about the appeal of reggae music and how some of the modern 

artists like Gwen Stefani and her original band No Doubt, Jason Mraz and Stevie Wonder have 
written and performed their own reggae songs.  

• Benefits could be: 
• An alternate form of rock and pop, giving artists in those genres a chance to diversify 

their albums and sound. 
• Drawbacks could be: 

• A sameness, as the reggae “flavor” is easily identified and relatively constant. 

Play the video of Ziggy’s performance (embedded in the story) in celebration of his father’s 75th 
anniversary.  

Play the video of Bob Marley performing live. 

Ask 
• What makes Ziggy Marley unique in today’s music industry? 
• What is special about his children’s music? 

Now play a song from Toots and the Maytals, Burning Spear or No Doubt. Then play a reggae 
song by Jason Mraz. 



• How does the sound of Jason Mraz’s song differ from Bob Marley’s? 

Expand 
Now play the song “Three Little Birds” by Bob Marley and have students analyze the meaning 
of the lyric. 

• Why does Marley suggest that there’s no value in worry? 
• Relate the idea of “not worrying” to a brief summary of mindfulness.  

Q&A 

1. Who is the target audience for Marley’s latest album? 
2. How is reggae defined in the article? 
3. What sort of rhythm does the genre of ska employ? 
4. When do guitar strums occur in reggae music? 
5. Who covered Bob Marleys “I Shot the Sheriff” in 1974? 
6. How many albums does Ziggy Marley have as a solo artist? 
7. Name at least two artists who are featured on Ziggy Marley’s latest album. 
8. Did these artists co-write the songs with Marley? 
9. What type of shows is Marley planning to put on in order to promote his new album? 
10. According to Marley, what is the essence of reggae music? 

Answers 
1. Children 
2. A style of popular music that originated in Jamaica in the late 1960s  
3. A heavy four-beat rhythm driven by drums, bass guitar, electric guitar, and the “scraper,” 

a corrugated stick that is rubbed by a plain stick 
4. On the up-beats of off beats  
5. Eric Clapton  
6. 15 
7. Ben Harper, Alanis Morissette, Busta Rhymes and Sheryl Crow and Angelique (Kidjo) 
8. No, they only performed them on the recording.  
9. Drive-in shows 



Feature Story: “Best Music Schools” Future Focused 

National Standards: 9, 11 

In Tune publishes special reports on “going to college for music” each year in its October and 
February issues. The stories differ, focusing on everything from ways to afford tuition to 
auditions to “the vibe” on campus, and more.  

The lead story in this October’s issue is about looking ahead – imagining what campus life might 
be like for music students once the pandemic passes. In that In Tune’s readers are in grades 7-12, 
many will be preparing for college life one or more years from now, and still more have yet to 
contemplate that step, this is a feature about their prospective futures.  

Prepare  
Research talking points on the kinds of music programs available to music students. The reality 
is that there are music programs for studying every aspect of music and the music industries. 
Performing is one opportunity. However, becoming a music teacher, music equipment 
manufacturer, concert promoter, agent, publisher, manager…the more paths you identify, the 
more options students might identify with.  

Key points in the article: 
• The pandemic may re-shape some college music programs, but some may revert to the way 

they were before COVID.  
• It’s critical to think about what you, as a student, are interested in before evaluating schools.  
• Creating a list of questions related to your interest can help you sort through college websites 

and materials.  
• When asked, many music college graduates say that they wish they had taken more music 

business programs, regardless of the field they ended up in.
• An important consideration when evaluating a music college is its connection, and its 

faculty’s connection, to the music industries, as well as its success in helping graduates find 
next steps.  

Begin  
Poll your students to see if they have a sense of what they might like to study, if in fact they were 
to study music in college – either as a major or minor.  

• If they don’t, ask them what they like about music. 
• Ask if there is something related to music they like.  
• Ask them to research whether there is a music college or program that offers courses in what it 

is they like.  

Review vocabulary words from the article below: 



• EXPERIENTIAL - involving or based on experience and observation. 

• ENTREPRENEURSHIP: the activity of setting up a business or business 

• CONSERVATORY: college for the study of classical music or other arts. 

• AURAL: relating to the ear or the sense of hearing 

• REPERCUSSIONS: an unintended consequence occurring some time after an event or 
action 

• ACCOMODATION: a convenient arrangement; a settlement or compromise. 

Discuss 
Ask students to list all of the different jobs in the music industries, or related to music.  

After creating a long list, ask each which job they might be interested in. Then have them 
research colleges that have preparatory programs leading to those careers.  

Expand  
Provide a thumbnail of the careers of Al Di Meola and Steve Vai. Play their music and then 
review the segment of In Tune’s “Best Music Schools” where those artists participate in a 
discussion about their time at the Berklee College of Music.  

Ask whether going to college for music helped these artists, and if so, how? Might they have 
succeed without going to college? Why? 

Close 
Some might believe that success in music is driven exclusively by talent, and in very rare 
instance, when talent is so prevalent, that argument can be made. But in just about all instances, 
have a background, education and experience in allied fields will serve an artist’s career. There 
are also careers in music that have little to do, directly, with artistic talent, but with other skills. 
Discuss those careers, but also how a musical background – learning an instrument, etc. – will 
aid or support those careers.  



Feature Story: How’d They Makeds That Sound? 

National Standards: 1, 7-9, 10, 11 

So much of what we hear in media, in the movies or on TV – and in music today, is assembled 
from bits or “samples” of music created, collected and catalogued in music “libraries.” The 
practitioners who do this mix, alter and remix these sounds are known as sound designers, and 
many have unique specialties. This story  
provides background on libraries and the technology used to manipulate sound with computer 
software, and then profiles the work of a sound designer who has found a career niche in hunting 
down ambient sounds around the world for use in video games, and especially in virtual reality 
environments.  

The story is interesting from a career prospective, but also as an introduction to electronic 
instruments for use in music creation. 

Prepare 
Play some different sounds on a keyboard and discuss how they relate to acoustic instruments 
and sounds.  

Play a video game, isolate different sounds and imagine how they were produced.  

Key points in the article: 
• There are composers who create musical parts and sell them to collectors, who assemble 

sound “libraries.” 
• There are artists who use computer software to alter sounds, or create new ones, for artists to 

use in their compositions.  
• There are sound designers who collect “ambient” sounds in nature and the world to give TV, 

film, music and video game soundtracks real life elements. 
• Almost like “CGI” engineers – video artists who create film screen magic – there are audio 

engineers who dream up and create audio compositions using computers and manufactured 
sounds. 

Begin  
Download a sound library and play some of the electronic instruments. 

• Ask your students to identify where the sound came from and what it sounds like.  
• Ask your students to imagine what is missing or could be added to the library. 
• Ask your students to describe unique sounds in life; foley sounds like a door closing or shoes 

on a floor, that could be used in a visual production. 

Review vocabulary words from the article below: 



• FOLEY - the reproduction of everyday sound effects that are added to films, videos, and 
other media 

• VIRTUAL REALITY: a simulated experience that can be similar to or completely different 
from the real world 

• BINAURAL: relating to or used with both ears. 

• AMBIENT: relating to the immediate surroundings of something. 

• ANALOG: not digital; not computerized 

• SYNTHESIZE: produce (sound) electronically. 

Discuss 
Ask students to pick a favorite sound that they would record for use in music or a video game, 
and then how they would do it.  

Ask students to suggest a sound that could then be modulated and be used as an electronic 
instrument. For example, a whistle could be tuned to a succession of frequency, and the “played” 
as an instrument. What other sounds could be managed in this way? 

Expand  
Where are sounds used in media today? In our computers, in the sounds of our phones, the 
chimes in door alarms, in our cars…where else? 

What skills would a person need to have a career in sound engineering? Math? Why? In an 
understanding of audio equipment? What would that take. Where might someone learn these 
skills?  

Close 
The worlds of electronic sounds, music creation and the fundamentals of music creation, 
arrangement theory and physics all collide in the creation of media today. How important is it to 
learn the science and how important is it to learn musical theory and technique? How successful 
can someone be when they can learn and combine art and science skills? 

Q&A 

1. Where can composers sell their sounds? 
2. In computing, what is a plug-in? 



3. Name at least three companies/entities that Jason Lassen has done sound production work 
for. 

4. What type of headset did Lassen bring with him for his sound expedition described in this 
article? 

5. Name at least four settings he recorded audio at.  
6. What does Lassen need on his VR microphone while recording outdoors?  
7. What is a benefit to binaural microphones?  
8. What is used in caves and tunnels to trigger recording from afar? 
9. What is an example of recording foley sounds?   
10. How many spatially categorized folders are inside of Lassen’s own music library? 

 

Answers 
1. Sound and music libraries 
2. A piece of software component that adds a specific feature to an existing computer 

program. 
3.  iZotope, Cakewalk, Intel, DTS, Sony, Disney, Konami, Skybound, Hasbro, Lakeshore, 

Interplay, the United States Department of Defense 
4. Sennheiser AMBEO* Smart Headset 
5. Castles, cathedrals, catacombs, churches, caves, forests, jungles, temples, cities, markets, 

mansions, halls, concert venues, rivers, streams, tunnels, passages.  
6. A windscreen (or a beanie hat) 
7. They are easy to prepare and trigger quickly. 
8. Bluetooth® technology  
9. Recording audio inside the kitchen of a Michelin-starred restaurant. 


